
You may have noticed 
that there are a lot of 
first-year students in 
supplemental triples 
this year – about 32%. 
In fact, when taking 
into account all upper-
class students who are 
in a triple room or an 
apartment for three 
people, it turns out that 
about 30% of students 
on campus are living 
with two other people. 

There is a common 
phrase that says “two’s 
company and three’s a 
crowd.” Many have 
experienced that to be 
the case in a living 
situation or friendship 
of three people. It’s 
easy to be close to one 
person and subtly 
ostracize the other. Or 
sometimes one person 
is close to both people, 
but ends up playing the 
peacemaker between 
the other two. 

If we buy into this 
classic American idiom 
that “three is a crowd,” 

it appears that about 
one-third of our 
campus has been set up 
to fail in their housing 
situation. However, is it 
always true? I have a 
good friend who is a big 
fan of groups of three, 
which has caused me to 
take a closer look at this 
relational dynamic. Her 
premise is that a triad 
makes things more 
interesting. More 
people means more 
perspectives. It’s easier 
to keep the 
conversation going 
when there are three 
people involved, and 
having an extra person 
at the table brings out 
different sides of 
ourselves and others 
that we may not see one
-on-one. More simply 
put, our own President 
Phipps recently said 
that living in a triple 
gives you the 
opportunity to have 
TWO friends, not just 
one. 

While we often speak 
negatively of three in a 
relational setting, 
scripturally we see 
three as the number of 
divine perfection. The 
Trinity is the ultimate 
example: God as three 
persons forms the 
perfect relationship. 
Ecclesiastes 4:12 
upholds the strength of 
a triad as well, 
maintaining, “Though 
one may be 
overpowered, two can 
defend themselves. A 
cord of three strands is 
not quickly broken.” 

If I’m honest with 

myself, I’ll admit that I 

avoid being a member 

of a group of three 

because I am afraid of 

getting left out. In a 

triad, I am tempted to 

bond with one friend 

and alienate the other 

because I want to be 
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the preferred friend. 

When I see how three is 

represented in scripture, 

however, I’m challenged 

to ask God to help me rise 

above my fear and self-

centeredness so that I can 

experience the full extent 

of the relationships he has 

in store for me. And that is 

my prayer for you as well – 

especially the 30% of you 

who live in triples. 
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If saying goodbye to your 
family was tough for you, 
you’ll be happy to know 
that Family Weekend is 
just around the corner on 
September 24-26, 2010.   

The Student Programs 
Office has a full, weekend 
menu planned for the  
young and old alike.  Here 
Family Weekend continued on page 2    



At the beginning of 
August, Andy Hall, 
former Hess RD, turned 
in his resignation which 
left Amy VanDerWerf, 
Director of Residence 
Life, scrambling to find 
a new RD to fill this 
important position 
before school began.  

Thankfully, the Lord was already at work 
preparing  Aletheia Schmidt to make a quick 
move out to Grantham, PA.  Aletheia 
received a call about the job on Tuesday, 
August 3, did a quick Skype interview on 
Wednesday, got the official offer on Friday, 
moved from Indiana to PA the next Friday 
and began work on Monday, August 16.   

Aletheia originally hales from the east coast, 
but also spent some of her high school years 
in Chile and Costa Rica where her parents 
were missionaries.  Aletheia is an alum of 
Messiah College (2004) and she majored in 
Spanish and ESL.  She has her masters 
degree in Christian Counseling from 
Philadelphia Biblical University.  Aletheia 
was an RA in Witmer Hall during her senior 
year and she worked for two years at 
Indiana Wesleyan University as an RD in a 
first year building..   

Here are some fun tidbits about Aletheia, in 
her own words:  “I love running before 

ALETHEIA SCHMIDT—NEW HESS RD 
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Family Weekend continued from page 1 

is a small sampling of the events 
you can take part in with your 

family:  canoeing on the Yellow Breeches, the 
family fun fair, the movie Toy Story 3 on the 
lawn or in Parmer Cinema, midnight roller 
skating and an SAB Coffeehouse.   

There will be special visitation hours for 
family weekend.  Please see the signs on your 
floors for the hours. 

To register your family or get more 
information about family weekend go to 
www.messiah.edu and search for family 
weekend.   

This year we will hold the first 
ever triple crown contest to see 
who has the best arranged triple in 
Naugle, Witmer and Hess.  The 
male and female winner from each 

building will compete for the best triple on campus.   
Any students who are in a supplemental triple room 
can compete.  Judging will be based on creativity, 
practicality, safety & aesthetic appeal.  The prize for 
the male and female winners of each building is a 
pizza or wings party.  The top male and female triple 
residents win  dinner with President Phipps at 
Orchard Hill.  Dining Services is generously 
providing the prizes. 

dinner, smoothies, 
watching movies on TV, 
decaf soy lattes, Mexican 
food, great conversation, 
playing games, thrifting, 
making new things from 
old things, icicles on trees, 
cleaning, blankets, 
accessories, traveling to 
new places, the east coast, 
flat Indiana, hot baths, kids 
books, flowers, shoes, 
cooking, dreaming, 
organizing, planning, Good 
Earth tea, Spanish, sitting 
on the kitchen floor, 
sleeping with my sisters, 
mail, throwing parties, 
visiting friends, the beach, 
windy evenings in the 
summer, bike riding, and 
going out for breakfast.” 

THE TRIPLE CROWN CONTEST 



We encourage you to make 
your room and apartment a 
space of your own.  We have a 
very diligent local fire marshal 
who visits our residences 
every year so it’s important 
that we stay safe and follow 
the guidelines set out for us.   

Here are a couple fire hazards 
and decoration issues we need 
you to be aware of . . . 

Extension cords 
must be UL 
approved and cannot 

be “daisy-chained” (one 
plugged into another).   

Lamps with plastic lamp 
shades are a fire hazard 
because they can melt, 
especially the 5-arm lamps 

Please be 
careful when 
hanging things on 
the walls.  Tacks 
and nails are not 

allowed because they leave 
holes in the wall.  Also, the 
3M tabs that should  work 

on all surfaces will peel the 
paint off  the buildings that have 
been painted recently (Fry, 
Mellinger and Naugle).  Please 
use only white sticky tack in 
these buildings, so you are not 
charged at the end of the year 
for ruined paint. 

Bed risers are allowed as long 
as they are made of high density 
polyethylene that holds 1,200 
lbs. and the bed is not raised 
more than 6 inches.  Bed risers 
may only be used on metal beds 
and may not be used when 
bunking beds. 

This year first year students 
received blue piggy banks to 
collect spare change for the 

annual fund.  The development staff is hoping 
to increase the percentage of students and 
alumni who will give back to Messiah 
College.   
 

Learn more about Messiah’s philanthropic history and 
become a part of its future by becoming friends with 
the Pig on Facebook.  Facebook.com/
MessiahCollegeBluePig 
*Get invited to events 
*Win FREE stuff 
The Messiah College Blue Pig is sponsored by the Student 
Philanthropy Council. 
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HOUSING FAQS 

which are considered to 
be temporary housing.  Design 
triples are sometimes confused 
with supplemental triples 
because in Mountain View and 
Grantham the design triple 
rooms have the same square 
footage as the double rooms.  
The difference is the design 
triple rooms have wooden 
furniture that can be configured 
in a variety of ways that create 
more space for three people. 

What if I lose my 
key? 

You will need to report your key 
loss to your RD and he or she 
will order you a new key.  You 
will be charged $60 for a 
replacement key. 
 

What is the difference 
between a supplemental 
(“forced”) triple & a design 
triple room? 
Only first year students live in 
supplemental triple rooms, 
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What if I don’t like 
my roommate? 

We encourage to you to follow 
the model of conflict resolution 
found in Matthew 18.  If you 
are experiencing conflict or 
disagreement with your 
roommate, the best thing to do 
is to talk to your roommate 
about the conflict.  If you need 
help talking to your roommate 
or if things don’t get better, you 
should involve your RA and/or 
RD . 
 

THE BLUE PIG 



 
BUGS! 

The Residence Life & Housing 
Newsletter will be published 
approximately once a month.  If 
there are topics you’d like to see 
addressed in here, please send 
your questions or thoughts to 
housing@messiah.edu 

HOUSING  

NEWSLETTER 
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It’s not uncommon for bugs to 
invade living spaces and our 
campus is no exception.  Here 
are some really basic facts 
about the different insects you 
may see in your living area.  
Please don’t hesitate to contact 
your RD, the Engle Center or 
the director of housing if you 
are experiencing bites from an 
insect. 
 

Stink Bugs 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The stink bug has only been in 
Pennsylvania for 12-15 years.  
It comes to the U.S. from 
countries in Asia and is an 
agricultural pest.  Stink bugs 
are harmless to humans, 
although they can have an 
unpleasant odor when 
crushed.  The best way to treat 
for these bugs is to suck them 
up with a vacuum cleaner.   

Box Elder Bugs 
Box Elder  
bugs are  
another bug  
that are  
common 
on  
our campus.  They are harmless 
to humans, but they are a 
nuisance.  Box Elder bugs are 
best removed with a vacuum or 
dustpan.  Also, wiping surfaces 
with dishwater will deter the 
bugs. 
 

Lice 
Lice are 
other  
pests that  
can spread easily in a community 
setting.  Head lice attach their 
eggs (called nits) to the hair shaft 
and hatch and grow into full size 
adults.  To treat lice all clothing 
and bedding should be washed 
and dried.  The hair should be 
treated with lice shampoo and 
the nits are to be combed out 
with a fine tooth comb.  The 
Engle Center can diagnose lice 
and will advise in the treatment 
of lice.   
 

Scabies 
Scabies are a tiny mite (less than 
a millimeter) that burrow under 
the skin and create a rash.  They 
are spread by skin to skin 
contact.  Scabies have a relatively 
simple treatment.  A cream is 
applied and left on overnight and 
then washed off.  Sheets and 
clothes are to be washed and 
dried.    

Bedbugs 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Bedbugs have made a recent 
comeback in the U.S.  The bugs 
are the size and shape of an 
apple seed.  They are not known 
to transmit disease, but they are 
a nuisance and are difficult to 
get rid of.  The bites looks 
similar to mosquito bites, 
although some will react with 
hives.  Evidence of a bedbug 
infestation includes empty 
exoskeletons,  blood spots on 
sheets and black specks of waste 
in the seams of a mattress  

Treatment includes replacing 
the mattress, washing and 
drying all clothing and linens, 
spraying the room and re-
spraying again a few weeks later.    

If you come in contact with any 
of these pests, please know that 
they are not a result of being 
unsanitary.  They’re all looking 
for a live host to feast on, and 
good or bad hygiene does not 
attract or deter them.   

If you believe that you are 
experiencing lice, scabies or 
bedbugs please contact the 
Engle Center, the director of 
housing or your RA (if after 
office hours) immediately to 
obtain a diagnosis and begin 
treatment. 
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